Parent Carer and Professional Forum Meeting
Thursday 16th July 2009

County Hall, Morpeth

Present:





  Apologies:
	Claire Beezer, Parent




Jackie Bolam, Children’s Community Nursing

Alison Bravey, Parent Partnership Service

Amanda Burns, Parent

Jackie Clark, Parent

Susan Cullingworth, INPACT

Sheila Dillon, Early Years

Steve Day, Children’s Services

Sara Dent, CAMHS OT Service

Lorna Farr, CAMHS

John Kirton, Children’s Services

Janet Leigh, N’land Care Trust

Tony Mulholland, Connexions (Chair)

Elizabeth Richardson, Parent

Kim Redpath, Parent

Doris Ross, Children’s Services

Angela Robinson, CAMHS

Jackie Stanton, Children’s Serv. (minutes)

Mike Tomkinson, Children’s Services

Sue Trimming, Parent


Gill Turner, Community Paediatrician

Charmaine Welsh, Parent


Sue Welsh, Head of Therapies

Sandra Wellburn, Parent


	Brian Daly, Children’s Services

Johnny Cardwell

Wendy Goodbarn, Portage

Rosemary Hendry

Paul Moffat, Children’s Services

Ali Shotton, Parent

Louise Simpson, Parent

Andrea Thomas, Parent

Sharon Willey, N’land Care Trust




1.
Introduction
Tony welcomed everyone to the meeting and explained that all the key representatives had now signed up to the Terms of Reference.  He said that parents and professionals were attending as equal partners to bring about positive change for young people and their families.  
2.
Minutes of the previous meeting (26 March 2009) and matters arising:
The minutes were agreed as a true record of the meeting.  
Children’s Services Structure

Tony confirmed that he, Sue and Alison had met with Paul Moffat and Steve Day. 
Developing Berwick FACT
John reported that a stakeholder conference had taken place on 3rd July in Berwick.  Over 100 people attended and it was supported by Steve Stewart, Chief Executive of Northumberland and Trevor Doughty, Executive Director of Children’s Services.  Jon will circulate papers to the group and will update at the next meeting.
ACTION:  J Kirton

CAMHS Service
Lorna Farr said that she was happy to meet with a sub-group to discuss parents issues.  She also added that Chad House is going to have an Open Day.  Sue and Lorna are to meet to take this forward.
ACTION:  S Cullingworth/L Farr

3.
Aiming High for Disabled Children
Steve gave some background to Aiming High.  He explained that he had taken over the programme from Jeremy on 1st April this year.  
Steve circulated and described a structure he had produced showing how he intended to take Aiming High forward.  He told the group that he had advertised for an Aiming High Strategic Manager for a two year fixed contract.  Steve said that there would be £1.1 million revenue and £350k capital for next year.

A copy of the bids that had been successful was circulated to the group.  It was noted that no bids had come in from Berwick providers.  Steve said that each provider would have a Service Level Agreement and will be audited.  There will be formal parent feedback on the services provided.
4.
Aiming Higher – Health Service Contribution
Janet Leigh confirmed that Health is a key partner in Aiming High and want to be a part of it.
Janet explained that the Department of Health allocate money to the Health Commissioners and providers make bids to receive the funding.  It appears that the money received under Aiming High has been utilised in other areas.
Janet said that the Children’s Community Nursing Team deliver nursing care into families’ homes.  Health services are also involved with DCATCH and the Pre-school Panel.
Steve informed the meeting that Trevor Doughty, Executive Director for Children’s services had written to Chris reed at Head of Tyne regarding the funding.  There are big concerns regarding Northumberland’s allocation of money.

It was agreed that Parents should get involved.  Sue and Janet will draft a letter for Gill and Steve to OK and then it can be forwarded to parents to send.

Mike suggested that Aileen Fitzgerald who is Head of Commissioning for Children & Families at NHS North of Tyne be asked to attend this meeting.  Tony will look into this.
ACTION:  T Mulholland
5.
A Parent’s Perspective – Occupational Therapy Provision

Sara Dent attended this part of the meeting.  Sara is a Lead OT within CAMHS.  Charmaine said she had spoken with other parents and carers and gave a parent’s perspective on the service.
She said there seems to be a lack of consistency of staff.  Parents don’t know what the service is or what it helps with.  Charmaine said it can be accessed through CAMHS however there can be up to a 2 year waiting list.  She said that in her experience her children benefited socially as they met other children and their co-ordination has improved.  She was given a regime by the OT to follow at home with her children, however some parents seem to struggle with this and needed training to help their child.

Charmaine said that parents she had spoken to had said it was a good quality service, however was time limited, maybe only 6 weeks.

Kim said she had had to wait over 18 months for an OT assessment and this affected her child’s mental health because he was unable to do physical things like his peers.
Lorna explained that there are two separate OT provisions, a community based service through the Care Trust and the CAMHS OT service.
Sara said that as far as CAMHS is concerned, they work with key workers to provide a holistic OT assessment.  Key workers can refer young people to them and the CAMHS waiting time is 5/6 weeks.

It was mentioned that the Care Trust have a website link for parents and schools to help with fine and gross motor difficulties.  It was agreed that early screening in schools would be beneficial regarding motor function as this can affect well being and self esteem.

It was acknowledged that the Paediatric OT community service is under resourced however there are more senior people joining now so the team will have leads for Early Years, Dyspraxia and young people with physical disabilities.

It was suggested that OTs could do a workshop at the next INPACT Conference to inform parents of their work.

ACTION:  S Cullingworth
6.
Conference Planning
Sue explained that she was organising a conference with workshops using money from Participation Grant.  Date for conference will be Tuesday 20th October, venue to be confirmed.  Sue would like to set up a planning group for the conference.  If you would like to be involved, please email Sue at susan.cullingworth@actionforchildren.org.uk.
ACTION:  S Cullingworth
7.
Disability Database Information Leaflet

Sue circulated a leaflet produced by Newcastle that explained about their Disability Database.  It was agreed that Northumberland should produce something similar to send out to parents.  Jackie and Sue are to organise this.

ACTION:  S Cullingworth / J Stanton

8.
Disability Definition – Proposals re: Consultation

Steve said that he was interested to hear what people’s thoughts were regarding the definition of a disabled child.  He proposed that this group do a piece of work about what we mean by a “disabled child”.  Steve agreed to write a discussion paper for the next meeting.
ACTION:  S Day

9.
Arrangements Planning – Future Meetings

An agenda meeting has been arranged for Tuesday 15th September.  If anyone has anything to include, please email Susan, Alison or Tony before hand.

10.
Any Other Business

It was mentioned that parents don’t always know who to go to for help, or whether they can refer to services or need to have a social worker.  Sue asked if each service could give her a couple of paragraphs so she can add it to the new INPACT website.

ACTION:  All service providers on the PCP Forum

11.
Date and Time of next meeting 

The next meeting is to take place on Thursday 5th November.  Venue to be confirmed.
